
RC Christian Job Corps Appreciation Event 

May 24th marked the annual appreciation luncheon to honor the donors and 

volunteers that are committed to the mission and vision of the Christian Job 

Corps. The celebration began with remarks and prayer from The Gathering 

Place Ahoskie (TGPA) Board Chair, Shirley Harmon. Pat Byrd addressed the 

group with an update on the ministries that now call TGPA home. After the 

meal Pastor Wanda Carter shared her experience as Bible teacher for the Corps 

and her appreciation for the impact the Women’s Corps is having. Pat Byrd gave 

a testimony from a former participant in the Women’s Corps who now 

volunteers each week. Woody Baker shared about the latest Men’s Corps 

participant and how partnering with local law enforcement and a local church is 

helping this young man re-enter society.  

Recognitions were awarded to fifteen local churches and organizations who 

contribute funding, training or gifts-in-kind to assist Corps participants. Special 

plaques were given to the weekly volunteers that ensure the training and 

mentoring programs of the Corps are delivered consistently. For the Men’s 

Corps; Alvin Parker, Pastor Jarvis Parker, John Wynn and Timothy Pierce were 

recipients. For the Women’s Corps; Sheena Jernigan, Lynelle Eure, Gail 

Ambrose, Sharon Roope, Wanda Carter, and Lakesha Vaughan were recognized.   

Find our events and ministries at www.thegatheringplaceahoskie.org  
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Volunteer profile –Alvin Parker  

Alvin serves as a mentor for the Men’s Corps and is faithful to join the group on 

Thursday evenings for Bible study and training. Alvin is retired from the Newport 

News Shipyard and now enjoys working on projects around home  and serving his 

church; Jesus Cares. He and Regina have 4 children and 5 grandchildren and love 

having the family over for cookouts.  

Alvin has naturally been mentoring at work and at church for a number of years. “I 

see helping men at the Corps as a way to use my gifting. Meeting with other 

mentors and discussing the best ways to disciple men has expanded my skills in this 

ministry.”  Thank you for your commitment, Alvin.  
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 Volunteer profile—Gail Ambrose  
Gail  has volunteered with the Christian Women’s Job Corps over 

numerous years taking on varied roles as teacher, Bible study leader, 

and mentor. Retired as Director of Training at Southern Bank, she brings 

professional experience to our business classes.  She is a member of 

Connaritsa Baptist Church 

where she faithfully serves 

wherever she is needed.  She 

loves to travel and going on 

mission trips is a particular 

joy. Ask her about her latest 

adventure over lunch on a 

Friday at The Gathering 

Place. Thank you Gail for 

stepping in where we need 

you and blessing us in so 

many ways. 

RC Christian Job Corps Hosts Summer Camps   

What a timely blessing the 

summer camps were to us this 

year! Mission Carolina spent five 

days with us at TGPA in June. A 

group of 12 from churches all 

over the state came to assist and 

learn about our day to day 

ministries. They participated in 

the Senior Food Box Distribution, 

Ministry and Meal Night, transition house, and clothes and furniture closets. The group (led by Cara Lynn Vogel, NC 

State CJC Coordinator) was from the Women’s Missionary Union. Thank you so much for your help and encouraging 

fellowship!  

Edgewood Baptist Church Youth 

of Mebane, NC came the next 

week for the FUGE Camp hosted 

at Chowan University. The 

enthusiastic group helped clean 

windows, power wash the 

property, change out light bulbs, 

move in furniture donations and 

organize our clothes closets. 

Thank you so much for the muscle and energy you supplied. We look forward to next summer’s camps.  
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RC Christian Women’s Job Corps news  

Roanoke Chowan CWJC held a graduation celebration on May 30 

for those participants who successfully completed the 16 weeks 

of classes and bible study. “ It is always a joy to have a graduation 

celebration,” says Site Coordinator, Pat Byrd. We want to thank 

all of our mentors and volunteer teachers who held classes, and 

shared fellowship and love with each other and our participants. 

New classes began in July. If you know someone who might be 

interested, please give them Pat’s number. (252) 209 4301 

The Gathering Place regular events  

2nd Thursdays —Ministry and Meal Night– 5.30 pm 

2nd Saturdays—Ahoskie Museum & Visitor Center open—10am to 1 pm 

or by appointment with Pat  
Fridays—RC Christian Women’s Job Corps  

Thursday evenings– RC Christian Men’s Job Corps  

Daily 9.30 am—12.00 pm—Ahoskie Food Pantry  

3rd Wednesdays—Senior Food Box distribution  

Sundays– 3:00pm—Shepherd’s Temple House of Prayer for All People 

Space for Rent  
TGPA has two rental 

opportunities:  

Office Space 

located on TGPA premises/ 
20x11 feet / utilities included/ 
ample parking & waiting room  

 

Event space 

 seating for 80 with large 
kitchen adjacent/ ice maker 

included 

Call 252 209 4301  

We appreciate the recent 
grant from  

Women’s Fund of Bertie-
Hertford Gift Fund 

a fund administered by the 
North Carolina Community 

Foundation. 

 Find out more about them 
and their affiliates at 

nccommunityfoundation.org 

RC Christian Men’s Corps prayer and praise update   

• Woody has an audience with the Adult Corrections Department parole officers this 

month! Pray that this connection will be productive and the Lord equips the Corps for 

discipling men re-entering the community.  

• The Men’s Corps will begin the study Resolving Everyday Conflict from Peacemaker 

Ministries on 28 August.  The eight week study will be held on Thursday evenings from 7 

to 8 pm. Call Woody if you or your church group would like to participate. Pray that this 

practical study will be help us all deal constructively with our relationships.  

For monthly prayer updates; woodybaker001@gmail.com 

Thank you to all the individuals, 
churches and organizations who 
contribute financially to ministries 
of The Gathering Place Ahoskie.  

Pictured here, Joyce Leary and 
Sarah Turner from Woodmen 
of the World took Pat on a 
shopping trip for household 
and women’s items that 
support the Corps programs 
and transitional house.  


